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Objective

This edited book, under the working title “Reconceptualising Exile”, addresses the phenomenon of
exile in today’s socio-political context shaped by a variety of new and emerging trends with possibly
radical consequencesfor the organisation of our societies. These include globalisation and increased
interconnectedness, a rise of authoritarian tendencies in various governments around the world, the
growth of anti-rights and anti-migration movements, new digital technologies, and changing social
norms related to identity, mobility, and belonging. This book aims to unpack some of the traditionally
negative connotations attached to the term exile and reinterpret it in light of today’s political and
cultural landscape. Existing literature and scholarship provide us with a wealth of approaches to
understanding the concept of exile, which pay tribute to the diversity of experiences and
manifestations of exile across past centuries, both as an experience at individual and collective level.
They also reflect the various sources and modes of knowledge production around the topic of exile.

The relevance of this endeavour is highlighted by the fact that exile has existed throughout all
historical and political figurations. Beginning with its uses in the city-states of Ancient Greece to
expel political opponents, the Judean exile from Babylonia as one of the founding Jewish narratives,
and targeted displacements by varying empires and foreign occupation in different corners of the
world, often of Indigenous communities and including through settler colonialism, the phenomenon
of exile saw another peak in the twentieth century as an effect of its brutal wars, fascism and
totalitarianism. In these contexts, we can observe how exile crucially shaped intellectual milieus and
knowledge circulation in different historical periods. It continues to do so today: a new wave of
authoritarianism, accompanied by a surge in conflicts and a return to an equation of political action
with violence results in massive scales of forced displacement around the globe. At the same time,
peoples in many corners of the world continue to struggle to break free from colonial legacies of
exploitation and subordination in the globalised capitalistic world order. The disastrous effects of
climate change impact prospects for maintaining livelihoods, and climate disasters serve as
reminders that current politics are not providing adequate responses to this new reality. Mobility is
becoming a new norm for many, which also shapes the ever-changing understanding of concepts
of exile, migration, refuge, and identity.

In order to challenge our traditional understandings of exile, the publication seeks to analyse the
phenomenon on three different layers:

1) aconceptual layer
2) a narrative, story-telling layer
3) a policy-oriented layer
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The first layer investigates how exile has been defined and interpreted differently across time and
space, often in a manner that converges with concepts of refuge, displacement, or migration. It
further sheds light on approaches of institutions regulating or responding to realities of exile at
national and international level, and highlights defining features of the early twenty-first century in
terms of the climate crisis or new technologies, for example. On a more abstract level, it also
addresses ideas of universal exile and how this may impact our conception of socio-political realities,
responding to perceptions that human existence in the post-modern world is defined by a fragility of
belonging, a common feeling of uprootedness. The second layer aims at centring the lived
experiences of those in exile, including through the close involvement of exiled human rights
defenders participating in a Global Campus-Right Livelihood Fellowship (more information below).
With this in mind, the publication further seeks to investigate the intricate interplay between exile and
identity, touching on subjects such as language, diaspora communities, and metaphorical
approaches to exile that speak of rupture and transformation. Those who went into exile, historically,
were often those who stood up for political opinions contrary to the mainstream, especially if they
held leading activist and/or intellectual roles within their communities - individuals we nowadays
often refer to by the term human rights defenders. This is why obstacles and opportunities for human
rights defenders in exile features as an important section of this publication in the third, policy-
oriented layer. In this context, it further looks at understandings and practical applications of the
concepts of democracy and justice in exile.

In summary, the book publication seeks to contribute to the academic literature by situating the
phenomenon of exile in today’s geopolitical and socio-economic realities. It identifies and analyses
trends and narratives of exile from an academic, policy-making and advocacy perspective and, where
they prove harmful, seeks to understand how to counteract them. Besides contributing to the
knowledge space around the topic of exile, the publication might further help to build community
around what is often an inherently solitary experience and create momentum for concerted action in
response to new manifestations of exile in the early twenty-first century.

Background of the Publication

This publication is being developed in the context of a programme under the same name, jointly
implemented by the Global Campus of Human Rights and Right Livelihood in 2022-26. It pursues
three objectives:

1. It supports individuals with proven experience in research on and/or advocacy for human
rights who live in exile so that they can continue to be effective in their work.

2. ltbuilds a transnational support structure for these human rights experts and defenders.

3. It devises and disseminates learnings from this project in order to help disarm exile as a
weapon against human rights experts and defenders.

The first two objectives are implemented through a Fellowship programme for a selected group of
human rights defenders, which further includes a series of workshops and trainings that also engage
a wider network of exiled defenders. The third objective is being addressed through research and
dissemination of research findings. The initiatives under this third objective are deeply informed by
the work with the group of Fellows and the substantive priorities they set for a reconceptualization of
exile.
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Possible Elements of the Publication

For the purpose of this concept note, three main sections have been identified with a set of non-
exhaustive sub-questions that relate to each section. These questions, some of which general and
some more specific, have been largely identified in the framework of a workshop with the Fellows of
the Reconceptualising Exile Programme as themes of relevance and interest for further research.
These are intended to inspire interested authors to develop their possible contributions to the edited

book.

1. Experiential and Storytelling Approaches to Exile

In addition to academic contributions, this section might contain portraits/short personal accounts from
the exiled human rights defenders who participated in the Fellowship, as well as other human rights
defenders who have experienced exile.

Which impacts do intersectional factors have on the exile experience?

What is the relation between newly exiled persons and diaspora communities, and how
does (dis-)trust feature in this?

How is exile perceived by host communities?

What is the impact of exile on the home communities of those who were forced to leave?
How can the experience of exile be understood as rupture of identity versus continuation?
What is the role of language in exile experiences?

What does exile mean to Indigenous peoples and others, such as peasants or farmers,
who live with a strong connection to land?

2. Dimensions and Concepts of Exile

How does exile interact with concepts of migration, refuge, and asylum?

How are concepts of borders and state sovereignty changing in today’s globalised world,
and how does it affect experiences of exile?

Is deprivation of citizenship as a means of banishment a violation of international law?
Exile as a loss of homeland and belonging: What does belonging mean? Is there a right
to a home?

What are intergenerational dimensions of exile?

What has been the contribution of literature (e.g. specific works or periods in time) in
shaping narratives of exile?

What is life after exile - what are the trajectories of individuals returning to their
homelands from exile?

What are contemporary responses to twentieth century ideas of universal exile as the
post-modern condition?
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3. Reimagining Responses to Exile

How can human rights activism be reimagined in exile? What are challenges and
opportunities?

What are protection and accountability mechanisms available under international law for
human rights defenders in exile?

How does transnational repression affect human rights work in exile?

What are the impacts of new technologies on the exile experience and on human rights
work in exile?

What is the role of building collective memory in exile? How is collective memory built in
exile, and which functions does it perform?

Is there a concept of governments in exile under current international law and practice
(e.g. Myanmar, Afghanistan)?

How are efforts at achieving justice for human rights violations in home countries
approached and organized by exiled communities, and what is their impact on ideas of
justice in exile?

What is the role of the international judicial institutions in the achievement of justice from
exile (such as ICC, ICJ)?

How can the arts be used to reimagine narratives of exile?

Timeline for the Publication

15 August 2025 Deadline for submission of abstracts/expressions of interest

1 September 2025  Announcement of acceptance of contributions

15 January 2026 Deadline for submission of chapters

January - June 2026 Review and editing process

30 June 2026 Final manuscript

Abstract Submission

Submissions must be received by 15 August 2025. They should be sent via email to Imke Steimann
at imke.steimann@gchumanrights.org. Submissions must include an abstract (max. 500 words) in

English and a short bio of the author(s).

The publisher is yet to be determined and will be communicated as soon as possible.
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